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MAYOR, METRO AGENCIESANNOUNCE EMERGENCY VOLUNTEER DRIVE
Hands On Nashville To Coordinate Effort

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Mayor Karl Dean, the Metropolit&ublic Health Department and the Mayor’s
Office of Emergency Management joined Hands On Md#slttoday as it announced its largest
emergency recruitment drive ever, for more tha®@ yolunteers.

The plan, announced at a joint news conferencks, fwalPoints of Dispensing, or PODs, to be set up
across the city if there is an emergency, allowirggHealth Department to quickly administer
vaccinations or medications to large numbers @amis. While the Health Department is responsibte f
opening these PODs in a public health emergentysitcontracted Hands On Nashville to recruit
volunteers to help staff these clinics.

“We want Nashville to be the best prepared cithimerica should a major emergency hit, and being
prepared in the case of a medical emergency iainbrpart of that preparation,” said Mayor Karl
Dean. “I am confident that Hands On Nashville’sengnce with these sorts of projects, along with th
volunteer spirit of the people in our community|lvnake this effort a success.”

PODs can be activated for a wide range of mediw@rgencies, from the outbreak of the pandemic flu
and smallpox to health issues caused by biotemoN8hen PODs are activated, volunteers will be
contacted and given the option to report to a dedeyl location. Medical personnel will also be pres
at each POD to oversee volunteers.

“If we ever need to quickly distribute medicinelémge numbers of people, we’ll need people to help.
To be more prepared, we’ve entered into a partiergith Hands On Nashville to access and mobilize
large numbers of volunteers at a moment’s notisaid Bill Paul, M.D., director of the Metropolitan
Public Health Department.
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“It's our job to have a plan in place for emergesci said Laura Hokenstad, director of the Mayor’s
Office of Emergency Management. “In the case of BGHands On Nashville will play a big role in
ensuring we have the resources to implement this.pl

By 2010, Hands On Nashville will be responsiblerfxruiting 4,000 volunteers and training them with
the Metro Public Health Department. Volunteerd @ required to complete a one-time training
session lasting an hour. Sessions are open taipariis 16 years and older and will include basic
information about POD concepts.

“We’ve been involved in Metro’s disaster respongerefor four years, most recently partnering with
the Mayor’s Office of Emergency Management to cowtk 1,050 Davidson County volunteers’
response to the tornadoes that swept through Widican, Sumner, Trousdale and Macon counties last
February,” said Brian Williams, executive directdrHands On Nashville. “We understand the
importance of having volunteers who can quicklyoexl to an emergency, and we’'re already utilizing
our resources to recruit these volunteers.”

If you're interested in becoming a POD voluntedeape call Josh Corlew at (615) 298-1108, ext. 111.
Online training will be available starting March @4 Hands On Nashville’'s Web siteww.hon.org

The first physical training session will be heldaainger’s EIm Tree Drive location on March 31ttwi
additional sessions available each month.

To learn more about the Metropolitan Public He&8ldpartment, visivww.health.nashville.gavio
learn more about the Mayor’s Office of Emergencynsigement, visitvww.nashville.gov/OEM
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